
 

September Bible Study Material for Ohana Groups  

John 15:1-17    

 

This resource is to help your group study the text which the current sermon series is 

based on. Below are a few different ways you might go about studying Scripture 

together as a group.  

 

● General sermon discussion guide - general guide for how you might talk about 

the sermon and study the passage together 

● Lectio Divina - practice of a meditative reading of Scripture originated by St 

Benedict 

● Inductive Bible Study - observation based study of Scripture 

 

Before the guides listed above,  you’ll find a breakdown of each weeks sermon text 

and some supplemental information (background, context, etc.) and discussion 

questions to help with any kind of study you might engage in. 

Further Resources 

● Wright, John for Everyone Part 2 (pp.68-74 excerpt below)   

●  Köstenberger, Andreas J. "John", 2013, loc 8540-8741.  Baker Exegetical 

Commentary on the New Testament, Baker Academic,  E-book  (Excerpt below) 

● Carson, D.A, 1991, The Gospel According to John, APOLLOS, 510-524 (available at 

the office library) 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---- 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/John-Everyone-Part-Chapters-Testament/dp/0664227902/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=john+for+everyone+part+2%2C+wright&qid=1567621929&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/John-Everyone-Part-Chapters-Testament/dp/0664227902/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=john+for+everyone+part+2%2C+wright&qid=1567621929&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/John-Baker-Exegetical-Commentary-Testament/dp/080102644X


 

Week  1:  John 15:1-8  

Text  

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 

more fruitful.  You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain 

in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in me, you are like 

a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into 

the fire and burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples." (NIV)  

Notes on the text 

● John is the only gospel which contains this discourse.  

● Jesus is likely to have given this teaching after the Last Supper en route to 

Gethsemane.  

● John 15:1-17 is the beginning of the 2nd part of Jesus' farewell discourse.  

● The last of the 7 "I am" statements Jesus made in the Gospel of John and the 

only one that runs on into an additional assertion - “and my Father is the 

gardener.” 

● Note the contrast of vineyard in this text against the usage in the Old Testament 

(Psalm 80:8-19, Isaiah 5:1-8, Jeremiah 2:21, 6:8-9, Ezk 17:6-8, 19:10-14, Hosea 

10:1-2).  OT vine imagery portrays Israel as the vine that fails to produce fruit 

contrasted to Jesus who is the “true” vine that is to fulfill Israel’s inability to 

bear fruit. 

● Vines and vineyard imagery are used in parables in the other gospels (Mtt. 

21:23-41; Mk. 12:1-9; Lk. 20:9-16; Mtt. 20:1-16; 21:28-32; Lk. 13:6-9 

● Prayer serves as a means for fruitfulness 



 

Key Words 

●  prune - used in the Greek to portray a process of cleansing and purification   

● abide (remain)  - a key concept in the Gospel of John and is used in 40 

occurrences. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. In the original context with the 11 disciples being the audience of this teaching, 

who would you think were 'clean' (v.3) and who were 'pruned' (v.2), and why?  

2. How else is the word "abide (remain)" used in the Gospel of John?   

3. What do Matthew, Mark and Luke contain in between the Last Supper and 

Gethesmane narratives?    

4. What do you think is the significance/meaning of John containing this 

teaching?   

 

*** 

Week 2: John 15:9-11 

Text  

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain 

in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete.” 

Notes on the text 

● There is a transition from the metaphorical vine imagery to an 

explanation/commentary of that imagery ie. Remaining in the vine/Jesus (v.4-7) 

= Remaining in Jesus’ love (v.9-10) 

● Chapter 14 introduced the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ peace that would be left with 

the disciples. Here Jesus now gives them His joy. 

● The love of the Father is the pattern of love that Jesus has for His followers. We 

see this again in Jesus’ final prayer in John 17:24, 26 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2508&t=NIV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3306&t=NIV


 

● In the Johannine epistle, the author further expounds on this love (1 John 3:16) 

  

Key Words 

● Love (Verb, Noun) - The Father’s love is what Jesus is getting at here. It is that 

love that Jesus shows to His disciples and is why Jesus came and was entrusted 

to God’s mission 

● Joy - Jesus explains that there is joy in obedience. The same joy that Jesus’ has 

in obeying the Father 

● Commands - Jesus explains the keeping of commands as the way to remain in 

His love 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. How has the Father loved Jesus? 

2. What are the Father’s commands and Jesus’ commands? Is there a difference? 

3. What does it mean for our joy to be complete? 

 

*** 

Week 3: John 15:12-15 

 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 

this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 

Father I have made known to you. 

Notes on the text 

● The vine imagery is further explained in v.12-13: 

○ Remaining in Jesus (1-8) = Remaining in His love (9-11) = Obeying His 

command = Loving others  = Laying down one’s life for another 

● This “command” is first given in John 13:34-35 

https://biblehub.com/greek/25.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/26.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5479.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1785.htm


 

● Friendship was a very important concept in the Greco-Roman world and one 

which the audience of this book would resonate with 

● In the OT, only Abraham (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8) and, by metaphorical 

implication, Moses (Exod. 33:11) are called “friends of God.” Both enjoyed 

extraordinary access to the mind of God 

● Modern notions of friendship and slavery would draw the line at the 

requirement of obedience. Jesus, more familiar with hierarchical structures 

than are we, makes revelation the distinguishing feature.  

Key Words 

● Command (Noun, Verb) - Jesus further expands on what His command is from 

the previous usage and ties it to the characterization of being Jesus’ friend 

● Friend - biblical usage denotes a relationship of strong commitment, trust, and 

intimacy.  

Discussion Questions 

1. How does your definition of friend line up with what Jesus explains here? 

2. What did Jesus learn from the Father that was made known to these disciples? 

3. What are the examples in the disciples lives that demonstrate they had 

"extraordinary access" to the mind of God?  What are the ways you enjoy a 

similar access to the mind of God?    

 

 

*** 

Week 4: John 15:16-17 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will 

give you. This is my command: Love each other. 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1785.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1781.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5384.htm


 

Notes on the text 

● So the disciples don’t puff themselves up, Jesus makes it clear that the privilege 

they might enjoy in being privy to the revelations about God is there only 

because Jesus chose and appointed them to a task 

● Emphasis in this passage on going and bearing fruit suggests that the fruit that 

emerges is the product of the mission/task/ministry and may be referring to 

new converts (fruit that will last). It could also be the fruit of the spirit (Gal. 5:22-

23) 

● Again, the means of fruitfulness is prayer (14:12-14, 15:7,8) 

● V17 reiterates the command from v10 + 12 and serves as a transition to the next 

section of text 

Key Words 

● Choose - 22 occurrences in the NT usually pointing to God’s sovereignty and 

providence 

● Appointed (set apart)  - usually used in context of being set apart or appointed 

to a specific task or ministry (eg. Acts 13:47; 1 Tim. 1:12) 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What might the “fruit that will last” be that Jesus is referring to? 

2. How would you explain the tension between Jesus referring Himself being their 

friend, not their master (see previous week's note), but giving a 'command'?    

3. "You did not choose me, but I chose you"  In reflecting on your journey to 

Christ, do you agree/relate to this statement? 

4. What did Jesus "appointed" us as?    

  

https://biblehub.com/greek/1586.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5087.htm


General Sermon Discussion Guide 

Depending on when your group meets, refresh yourself on the sermon. Listen to it again or read over any notes you 
might have taken. Read through the passage that was preached from and pray that the Spirit would lead you and lead 
the discussion.  

It’s always best to try and come up with some of your own questions since you know your group best but here are a 
few below that can hopefully be helpful and at least get some conversation started. A general structure for study is 
below as well. 

Opening Questions 

1. What stuck out to you from the sermon? Both positively and/or negatively? 

2. What’s something that you would like to talk amongst the group about from the sermon? 

3. What was something from the sermon that really resonated with you?  

If no one remembers anything or says anything you might need to give a little refresher, hence your prep beforehand.\\ 

Questions for Deeper Dive 

Rather than only relying and reflecting on what the preacher spoke, read and study the passage together and go 
deeper. A few questions you might ask to facilitate discussion afterwards: 

1. Reflecting on the passage now, what stands out to you most? Why? 

2. What did you find challenging in this passage? Encouraging? New? 

3. What does it look like if you apply the passage to our context today? Does anything change? 

Application Questions 

The preacher each week will try to submit a few questions that you can use to discuss how the passage can be applied. 
In the absence of specific questions, here are a few general ones that you can use: 

1. Do you struggle with [whatever main point the sermon raised]? When? How? 

2. What would your week look like if you incorporated the lesson of the passage to your life? 

3. How would your life be different in say a years’ time if you consistently applied this truth? 

4. How can we pray for you? 

Something to keep in mind - Sermons are not absolute truth. Only the Word of God is. When discussing a sermon 
keep in mind that the preacher is a flawed human being, a mouthpiece for God that can sometimes be faulty and get in 
the way. If you feel the focus of the discussion becoming toxic in the sense that people are being very critical of the 
preacher try to redirect focus to the passage and what God is saying to folks. 








































































